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An Analyze the Situation, Characteristics and Development Trend of
Brahmanism in Thailand

#&5 [Lin Zhiliang]

(i E Y B2 TH0E TR SR, EERR B E R AR BEAREE,
ERGTIEE FORMEALIE S B A Stia . REED TS RE LIRS E R, (H2, B
WG ERIREL ERAEMPBEOIFIR T RN R AR, B3N BRI E
EEREE T BUE, BEPTEMNUAGN AR, 5 MEERIAET RE 2. Tk, REMS
RAETEG, MIEZHRORFFLTHRMAAR, BEFIERMWEFENERZEAAMERE. o
FUET TV HEEIRLAL, ARG 2R E A 29, B2 T 1 BHE R E 1 AR E R A T RE

[ocsin ] REZEY 12 Dk DR K RERTR

Abstract

Brahmanism is an ancient religion that shows the management of a country’s
knowledge. After being introduced into Thailand, it was used by the rulers to construct
ritual systems and to consolidate their rule. Although Brahmanism had a great influence
on the culture of ritual in Thailand, it was only an upper-class religion. It was not rooted
among the masses as Buddhism is for Thai people, and it declined when the upper-class
society stopped supporting it. Now Brahmanism exists only in the form of ritual, witch-
craft, divination, etc. in Thai society. In recent years, Thai society has been in turmoil,
people are more interested in gods and witchcraft, and Brahmanism is being followed by
the people again. If Brahmanism can adapt to the tide, and adapt actively to the social
reality of Thailand, it is possible that Brahmanism will be popular in Thailand again.

Keywords: Brahmanism in Thailand, History Status Development Prospects.
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Abstract

The culture of Yunnan is open, diverse, inclusive and innovative, and is thus a
typical example of multicultural integration of the Chinese nation. The ethnic groups of
Yunnan Province make abundant use of the geographical advantages of the golden latitude,
capture the essence of Chinese and Hindu civilization, are engaged in constant adaptation

and innovation, thus create the dynamic multicultural harmony in Yunnan.
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Yunnan is not just a province in
China, i1t’s more of a cultural icon. Yunnan
is unique in several aspects: it’s the origin
of the history of china, with the Yuanmou
Man living there 1,700,000 years ago;
among the 56 nationalities of China, 25 are
indigenous peoples in Yunnan; with 587
chieftains, it had the most complex ethnic
minority administration system in Chinese
history. It’s the paradigm of multicultural
coexistence in China. The most prominent
feature of Yunnan is the numerous ethnic
groups and the resulting multiculturalism
that have long existed in its history. Why
have these different ethnic groups gathered
here? How have they been living together
for the past thousands of years and preserved
so well their unique cultures and traditions?

First, the Golden Latitude and Yunnan

Yunnna Province has the biggest
number of ethnic minority groups in China.
Apart from the Han, there are 25 ethnic
groups with a population of more than 4000:
Yi, Bai, Hani, Zhuang, Dai, Miao, Lisu, Hui,
Lahu, Wa, Naxi, Yao, Tibetan, Jingpo, Buyi,
Pumi, Nu, Achang, De’ang, Jinuo, Shui,
Mongolian, Blang, Dulong and Manchu.
Among them, 15 nationalities live just in
Yunnan: Bai, Hani, Dai, Lisu, Wa, Lahu,
Naxi, Jingpo, Blang, Pumi, Achang, Jinuo,
Nu, De’ang and Dulong. The indigenous
ethnic groups mainly derive from the
Diqiang of the north-west, the Baiyue of the
south-east, the Baipu of the Mon - Khmer

group of southern Asia, the Miao and Yao,
and Mongolian, Hui and Manchu after the
Yuan Dynasty. Yunnan is really the museum
of Chinese nationalities. The reason why
they all gather here is the gifts of the golden
latitude.

Latitude 23 degrees north is the key
here, the “Golden Latitude” covers the areas
around the crossing point of 23°N and
100°E and between 20°N and 28°N. This is
the undisputed golden line, whether from
the perspective of China or of the world. At
the Golden Latitude, to the west, there
developed the Indus civilization, the
Mesopotamia civilization, and the Nile
River civilization, and to the east, across the
Pacific, there was the Maya civilization in
Mexico. On this line of civilization, there
also developed Buddhism, Islam and
Christianity, and it covers the largest desert,
the richest oil resources, widespread natural
forests and diverse ethnic groups. Yunnan
is endowed with every gift of nature, except
desert and oil, and this is the basis of the
multicultural society here.

Yunnan extends across eight
latitudes, and spans 394,000 square
kilometers, with the longest distance from
east to west being 864.9 kilometers and from
north to south 990 kilometers. The terrain
is largely mountainous, with high elevations
in the northwest and low elevations in
southeast. The highest point is the Kawagebo
Peak in Deqin County on the Diqin Plateau,
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which is about 6,740 meters; and the lowest
is in the Red River Valley in Hekou County,
near the Vietnamese border, with an
elevation of 76.4 meters. The terrain of
Yunnan is marked by high mountain chains,
distinct canyon region and various lakes.
Lancang Jiang, Nujiang and Honghe flow
through the province from north to south.
The pasture on the northern plateau and the
tropical rain forests in the south are
testimony to the high biodiversity of
Yunnan. The geographical conditions and
rich natural resources provide the basis for

the ethnic diversity here.

Human beings rely on food to
survive, the nomads need pasture to raise
cattle and sheep, the farmers need arable
land, and the hunters need forests and edible
plants, but all these resources are not
unlimited. As a result, humankind engages
in endless wars to fight for these resources.
Yunnan is endowed with rich resources and
has experienced few wars, compared with
the constant battles in the north of China.
The difficult road traffic secludes this area
and offers natural protection for the nomads,
farmers and hunters gathering here. For
thousands of years, different ethnic groups
find their homes here while sharing natural
resources with others. Multiracial
coexistence finds its best examples here: the
Dai people live near the river and on the
rice, the two-storey buildings allow them to
overcome the damp and subtropical diseases;
the Wa people are adapted to the high

mountains, live by hunting and collecting
fruits, and in simple houses. These two
groups have no conflict in using natural
resources, instead they share and barter
goods with each other. In Menglian County,
during the harvesting season of Dai people,
Wa people will offer their help and bring
their stuff from the mountain to exchange
for the rice, cloth and daily goods of Dai.
The Dai people call this routine
“Binnongsaihai”, meaning “the pairing of
relatives”, which represents the positive
interaction and sharing of resources between
different ethnic groups.

Second, Two Kinds of Civilization and
Yunnan

Yunnan is located in the north of
Indo-China Peninsula. According to current
research about the ancestry of modern
human beings, modern humankind
originated in Africa, which had to pass
through Yunnan to reach East Asia. This
road of life has since become the bridge of
communication between different kinds of
civilization. The Hindu civilization and
Chinese civilization have converged in
Yunnan to form the “Indo-China Culture.”
Geographically, Indo-China refers to
various countries in the Indo-China
Peninsula, culturally, it combines both the
Hindu and Chinese civilization, including
the area of Yunnan. The British H. R. Davis
compares Yunnan to the “link between India
and the Yangtze River.” The culture of
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Yunnan is different from that of Hindu, a
Yunnan culture that shares some features of
the Hindu civilization, but also has its own
unique characteristics should be a more
accurate label. In The Forming of Yunnan,
the author Yangbin, who teaches in the
department of history at National University
of Singapore, describes the importance of
Yunnan in Indo-China Culture, “ Before the
modern times, there was not a clear line of
distinction between what we now call the
southwest of China and the Southeast Asia.
Before Yuan Dynasty, Yunnan was more
closely related to Southeast Asia than to the
then central areas of China. At that time, the
economic and cultural ties between Yunnan,
South Asia and the Indian Ocean were far
more important than those between Yunnan
and the then central areas of China. You may
as well say that, at that time, Yunnan is a
part of Southeast Asia rather than of China.”
We may not agree with this point of view,
but it speaks a lot about the unique cultural
characteristics of Yunnan, which contributes
to the cultural diversity of China.

In Mansai village at Menghai
County, Xishuangbanna, all people are Dai.
What’s surprising is that in this small village
there is both a Burmese temple of Buddhism
and a mosque of Islam. Half of the Dai
people in the village believe in Buddhism,
and half'in [slam, this embodies the diversity
of religious faiths in Yunnan. Religious

faiths are very diverse in Yunnan, including

Hinayana Buddhism, Chinese Buddhism,
Tibetan Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, and
Christianity, plus the primitive religion and
nature worship of the ethnic minorities. It
is really the museum of Chinese religion.
Various kinds of languages are also
developed in Yunnan, besides Chinese
characters, there are Tai languages, such as
Dailewen, Dainawen, Daibengwen,
Jinpingdaiwen; languages of Yi, the Dongba
script of Naxi, Sanskrit of Tibetans and the
Mongolian Script. Yunnan is also a museum
of written languages, which includes
Chinese, pictograph and alphabet,

Third, Ethnic Diversity and
Multiculturalism

Yunnan not only has a big number
of ethnic groups, more importantly, these
groups are not separated from each other,
but are scattered across the region, which
are often described as “small settlements
and mixed bigger communities.” The ethnic
diversity of Yunnan is manifested in the
following aspects:

Firstly, the different ethnic groups
are scattered across the whole province. In
total, there are 29 minority autonomous
counties, none of which is occupied just by
one minority group, and none of the groups
only live in one county. Some of the counties
account for 4 different nationalities, such as
“Shuangjiang Autonomous County of the
Lahu, Wa, Blang and Dai” in Lincang,
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which is very rare in China. There are eight
autonomous prefectures and eight
prefecture-level cities, in which the ethnic
minorities do not always represent a small
proportion of the population. For example,
in Pu’er city, the biggest prefecture-level
city in Yunnan, there are 14 indigenous
ethnic groups. Among the nine counties and
one district, nine are minority autonomous
counties, 61% of the population is minorities,
and therefore it’s a typical multiracial

region.

Secondly, there are diverse ethnic
culture in Yunnan. Each ethnic group has
its own unique culture and most of them
have different branches of cultures, which
embodies what the Chinese anthropologist
Fei Xiaotong has referred to as “each has
its own unique beauty.” The Yi people, who
used to establish the powerful Nanzhao
Regime, has a long history and rich cultural
heritage, the folk tale Ashima is the symbol
of Yunnan, the Yi epic Meige, which has
more than 5,775 lines, is one of the cultural
treasures of Yunan. The spectacular
Yuanyang Hani rice-paddy terracing is the
emblem of human adaption to nature, and
has become a well-known World Heritage
Site. The Kingdom of Dali, which was
established by the Bai people by the side of
Canshan and Erhai Lake, has inspired the
later generations, and the “Third Month
Fair”, which has more than 1000 years of
history, is known far and wide. The Naxi

people do not have a big population, but
they have created the amazing pictograph,
the Dongba script, which are still in use
today. The Dai people not only have
magnificent Burmese temple, and Water
Splashing Festival, they are the very few
people who mainly live on glutinous rice,
and thus form the culture of glutinous rice
around the area of the Mekong. Two other
ethnic groups also show unique
characteristics, one is the Wa people, who
have created the Cangyuan drawings on the
rocks more than 3000 years ago. Among the
singing and dancing accompanied by the
wooden drum, we experience what the
ancient civilization is like; the other one is
the Lahu, who have preserved the customs
of the hunting nomads and have sung and
meandered from the ancient past to the 20™
century, they are the nation who play the
guitar, which is the one and only in China.
The wonders of the culture in Yunnan do
not stop here, we are amazed not just by its
uniqueness, but also by the environment
which nourishes its diverse and sustainable
development.

Thirdly, there are the flourishing
branches of the ethnic groups, which are
one of'its major features. In the 1950s, some
ethnic groups claimed dozens of titles, in
total, there are 260 in Yunnan Province, all
these self-claimed titles are their different
branches. After the identification of
nationalities, the Yi and Hani account for
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the biggest number of branches. “The Brief
History of Yi lists 35 self-claimed titles and
44 granted titles in The Brief List of Self-
claimed and Granted Titles of Yi.” It means
that the Yi people have more than 35
branches. Besides, the Hani have 25
branches and Dai 9, even the small group
of Lahu have the branches of Lahuna,
Lahuxi, Lahupu and Lahuni. The flourishing
branches embody the diversity within the
ethnic groups, which lays the foundation
for the multiracial society of Yunnan at
large, it also represents the political and
cultural inclusiveness among these groups.
An important reason for the formation of
these branches is the exchange and
communication between different cultures.
First, this group has to be open to other
cultures, ready to communicate and
exchange with them; second, the other
cultures also need to have these qualities.
It’s only through these two-way exchanges
that the branches of ethnic groups can come
into being, and form a culture that has its
own unique characteristics while showing
local features and the influences of other

cultures.

Fourth, the Adaptive and Innovative
Culture

The adaptation of a culture is its
instinctive act for preserving itself, the
ability and awareness of adaption is very
important and is the key to its balanced and

sustainable development. The situation in

Yunnan of “small settlements and mixed
bigger communities” is the results of
cooperative efforts of adaptation among the
different ethnic cultures. During the Warring
States period, Zhuanggqiao, the general of
Chu, came to Yunnan. In order to survive,
he decided to adapt his troops to the local
environment, “ordering his troops to govern
the area, follow the local customs, and lead
the local people.” In the Western Han
Dynasty, counties were set up in Yunnan,
there was the influx of the Han people who
were all accustomed to the local cultures,
this phenomenon lasted until the Ming
Dynasty. The aim of the adaptation of
culture is to preserve itself through
assimilating the good qualities of other
cultures, ifit’s not done well, it will become
acculturation. Among the 25 indigenous
ethnic groups in Yunnan, the Yi has a
population of 5,028,000; Jinuo 23,143;
De’ang 20,556; Dulong 6,930. The biggest
group is nearly thousands of times larger
than the smallest one. For them to live
together and preserve its own ethnic
identity, inclusiveness and adaptation are
the most important factors, besides the
uniqueness of Yunnan. A typical case of this
kind of adaptation is called “Ganjie”: every
ten or seven days, people of different regions
and nationalities all gather together in one
place to exchange and communicate with
each other. This activity involves different
ethnic groups and provides a stage for the

cultural communication and innovation.
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Today “Ganjie” gets even busier, at Lancang
Autonomous County of the Lahu, “Ganjie”
takes place every seven days in the county
town. Different ethnic groups, including
Lahu, Wa, Dai, Aini, Yi and Han, all gather
together to trade on the street of more than
1000 meters long. Some people are dressed
in traditional national costumes, some in
jeans, others in mixed styles, together they
represent the diverse and dynamic
multiculturalism in Yunnan.

Innovation is currently a widely
cited word, but it actually has always been
in the ethnic culture of Yunnan Province.
Contrary to the traditional opinions, the
ethnic groups of Yunnan are very open to
new and different cultures. For example, the
Lahu people are known to be quiet, shy and
self-contained, but they can quickly accept
new things from outside cultures. The guitar
is a typical Western musical instrument,
mostly played by fashionable young people
in China, but the Lahu, after first coming
into contact with it in the 19" century, loved
and quickly learned how to play it. At
Laodabao Village of Lancang County,
nearly everybody can play the guitar, they
even played it on the CCTV shows. The
guitar has become part of their lives. The
other amazing phenomenon is the Twins
Festival at the Mojiang Hani Autonomous
County, which has become an international
festival. Although in traditional Hani
culture, the twins are unlucky, nowadays

they have become the pride and name cards
of this area. The other example typifies the
cultural creation of the sacred and the
secular. There is the “Holy Fish Festival”
at Menglian County, the Holy Fish have
been set free by Buddha with a sacred
ceremony. Today, after the ceremony,
thousands of people rush into the river to
catch the fish and turn this occasion into a
carnival. With the religious tradition, the
support of the government and the
participation of different ethnic groups, this
activity has become a festival that shows
both religious and secular characteristics.
The three cases mentioned above are the
typical examples of cultural adaptation and
innovation. It’s these kinds of activities that
contribute to the multicultural coexistence

in Yunnan Province.
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Abstract

To improve and to find the efficiency of English Chinese folk electronic books
by the standard 80/80. And studying satisfaction of foreign students towards learning by
using English Chinese folk electronic books. The research populations are 20 senior
Chinese students of Rajabhat University during the academic year 3/2555. Research tools
are the English-Chinese folk electronic books such as: Nampung Yoddiow, Noonoi
Tangmo, Krarog Joh Maprao, Kamnued Tonkhao, Kratai Tuentoom,Tao Gab Ngoo, Mahpa
Gab Tonmai Saksit, Mah Aree And Pak pen aek. Each electronics book consists of a
practice, and a test 40 with items.

The results showed that the suitability of explanation of the electronic book is at
a high level, the average is 3.89 and standard deviation is 0.33. For media learning
suitability, the average is 3.89 and standard deviation is 0.30. For the test for evaluation
of learning, the average of suitability is 3.95 and standard deviation is o 24. The efficiency
of English Chinese folk electronic so is 83.75 and students who learn by using English
Chinese folk electronic books are satisfied at a high level.

Keywords: Electronic Books, Thai-Chinese Folk
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Abstract

This research entitled “Agro-tourism Management of Nang-Lae Sub-district,
Muang District, Chiang Rai Province” was a participatory research. The purposes were
1) to study context and assess potential of agro-tourism sites, Nang-Lae Sub-district,
Muang District, Chiang Rai Province 2) to find out the ways to develop agro-tourism
sites, and 3) to find out the ways to manage agro-tourism sites which are suitable for this
community. The instruments used included; 1) semi-structured Interview 2) question-
naires.

The results were as follows: 1) The results of potential assessment of agro- tour-
ism in Nang-Lae Sub-district, Muang District, Chiang Rai Province, in overall was less
in potential. To consider each aspect found that; the attractions, in overall had moderate
potential, management, in overall had less potential, the access and the facilities, in over-
all had no potential. 2) The results of finding out the ways to develop agro-tourism sites
found that in order to empower potential of Agro-tourism sites; there were four aspects
to develop agro-tourism sites as: the access, the facilities, the attractions, and manage-
ment. 3) The results of finding the ways to manage agro-tourism sites which are suitable
for community in order to get successful performance of agro- tourism; there were four
aspects to manage Agro-tourism sites; the management, the supporting, service, and the

attractions.

Keywords: Potential of agro-tourism sites, agro-tourism, agro-tourism management
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Introduction

“To most modern American poets, Taoism and Zen Buddhism are the essential
part of Chinese poetics” (Zhao Yiheng, 2003, p.314). “As early as 1868, there appeared
the first English version of the 7ao Te Ching in the west. Later on, more and more English
versions have come out. It is said that the distribution number of the book goes beyond
that of any other book in Europe and America except for the Bible. In fact, the book has
become so popular that many Americans regard it as a part of their own culture. They do
not need to know Chinese language, for some of Taoist ideas and mottos have become
so familiar that they have gone into Americans’ daily languages. Taoism has formed an
indispensable part in the 20th century American poetry” (Xiao Xiaojun, 2010, p.180).

In 1980, Bly lived on a farm with his wife and children and he “read the Tao Te
Ching seriously and in depth” (Davis, 1988, p. 6). Under the influence of the 7ao Te Ching
he read and emphasized the importance of solitude as a poet, Bly refused to be a university
teacher, practicing Taoist’s idea of staying away from the world and enjoying the beauty
of nature and at the same time mediating. He explained, “I decided not to do that (to teach
in a university). And another thing is, of course, the solitude—the link between poetry
and solitude. And solitude is simply impossible in a university. You are paid to talk, not
to be quiet...” (Bly, 1980, p.18). It is said that “for Bly the book 7ao Te Ching is more
like a pet which always keeps company with him than a book” (Zhong Lin, 2003, p.121).
His poem “Tao Te Ching Running” expresses the idea that the wild universe in his
hometown is permeated with the book.

“or if the disturbed county commissioners could throw themselves like
a waved hand up into the darkness,

if the fragments in the unconscious would grow big as the beams in
hunting lodges,

then the tiny black eggs the salmon lays in the luminous ears of nuns
would be visible,

then we would find holy books in our beds,

then the Tao Te Ching would come running across the field!” (Bly, 1973,

p.13)

In this poem, I think Bly admited that the 7ao Te Ching is a “holy book” which
has definitely sunk into his “unconscious” world. Therefore, whenever he went, he always

felt the existence of the book which is like an animal “running across the field.”
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Since he began his poetic career in
the early 1950s, Bly began to read the Tao
Te Ching, the Taoist classic, and applied the
doctrines of Taoism into his early
anthologies, such as Silence in the Snowy
Field, Jumping Out of Bed, News of the
Universe: Poems of Twofold Consciousness
and The Light Around the Body in which
the Taoist cores of Wu Wei (abstain from
intellectualism and desire), Return to
Simplicity (enjoying quietness and restraint),
Yin and Yang (complementary forces in the
natural world) and the Union of Man with
Nature (the harmony between humans and
nature) are adequately embodied.

When talking about Bly’s Taoism
messages, an American critic, Dan Mcleod
asserted that Bly’s poems absorb the notion
of Non-action, Tranquility from Taoism,
and “...one of the most engaging qualities
of his poetry (and one he may have derived
from his study of Chinese poetry) is the
celebration of the doing of absolutely
nothing at all in solitude” (Mcleod, 1983,
p-169). In 2010, Xiao Xiaojun, a Chinese
scholar, composed a book named /nto the
Inward: A Study of Robert Bly s Deed Image
Poetics makes a thorough research of Bly’s
deep image poetry, at the same time he
contributed one chapter to discuss Taoism
in Robert Bly; he especially studied the
Taoist thoughts such as Tranquility or
Stillness in Bly’s anthology Jumping Out
of Bed and he asserted that Bly highly
valued Taoist philosophy (Xiao Xiaojun,
2010, p.168-187).

O (]
“Cauc et

Criticism which “is concerned solely with
the text in itself, with its language and
organization; ...it is concerned to trace how
the parts of the text relate, how it achieves
its order and harmony” (Selden, 2004, p.18),
this essay explores Bly’s receptivity of
Taoism as a poet from his poetic advocacy
by analyzing his poems. Meanwhile,
according to reader-oriented theories, “the
meaning of the text is never self-formulated;
the reader must act upon the textual material
in order to produce meaning. .. literary texts
always contain blanks which only the reader
can fill” (Ibid, p.50). Through reading his
history material, Bly’s receptivity of Taoism
can be also traced back to his emphasis of
solitary lifestyle and his protest against the
Vietnam War.

Objectives

This essay explores the affinities of
Robert Bly’s Taoist ideas, including his life
attitude, poetic aspirations and political
doctrines in order to show Bly’s strong
inclination to Chinese Taoism both in his

life and poems.

Methodology

It is quite clear that by moral-
philosophical approach critics attach great
importance to the moral or philosophical
aspects of literary works. As Bly’s poems
teem with ancient Chinese philosophy,

particularly the doctrines of Taoism, I
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suppose it is feasible to take the moral-
philosophical approach as the methodology
to excavate the philosophical clues of
Taoism in Bly’s poetry. Furthermore, in
order to investigate Robert Bly’s strong
affinities with Taoism, this essay gives an
elaborate analysis of his poems and
excavates some details from his life
experiences through the reviewing of
secondary sources to show his close
relationship with Taoism from his lifestyle,
poetic advocacy and political doctrines.

Findings

Through analyzing the affinities of
Robert Bly’s Chinese Taoism from his life
attitude, poetic aspirations and political
doctrines, this essay points out that as “one
of the chief pillars of American poetry in
the past 25 years”, not only does Bly have
absorbed the essence of the Chinese Taoist
thoughts, but also he has consciously
weaved some Taoist ideas into the tapestry
of his own poetry creation with a slight
modification based on the distinction of the

time and space in which he lives.

Discussion

Robert Bly and Taoism

Bly’s Life Attitude

Robert Elwood Bly was born in
Madison, rural Minnesota, and grew up on
a farm nearby, which he has lived in for
most of his life. “Early on, he was made to
feel somehow eternal, somehow out of and

floating over the stream of life...Indeed,
Bly’s background and his early life instilled
in him a sense of aloofness that he
described...as almost an instinct to be
alone” (Davis, 1996, p.1).

When he was born in 1926, his
hometown was a comparatively backward
and sparsely populated area, which seemed
to beisolated from modern urban civilization.
The early farming life did shape Bly’s
personality. On the other hand, the early
school education is supposed to develop his
personality of isolation. “Young Bly had to
go to the District 94 county one-room school
where he and his brother were sometimes
the only students. And his elder brother did
not have interest in reading at all” (Baker,
1981, p.33-38). His isolated living habit can
well explain his secluded life during his
three-year (1951-1954) stay in New York.
He has spent almost the rest of his life within
acabin on a farm in Minnesota. For the sake
of solitude, Bly refused to accept the
teaching position in a university. He
explained that “the solitude—the link
between poetry and solitude. And solitude
is simply impossible in a university. You are
paid to talk, not to be quiet...” (Bly, 1980,
p-18)

To Bly, his love of solitude is both
of personal and philosophical significance.
Personally, it is his personal choice of life
in taste. In more than one interview, he
repeatedly suggested that “a person must
live a lonely life or learn to live alone before
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to find a secret life, an inner door to solitude” (Ibid, p.63). Bly himself set up a typical
example. He said, “It happens that I like solitude very much. Now some people find
solitude very painful. Hemingway, for example, didn’t particularly like solitude. He
complained about terrible loneliness of being a writer; if you lose that solitude then all
the writing goes. But it happens that I like solitude—tremendously”. (Ibid, p.131) He
entertained himself with the blessings from nature to achieve the state which Taoism
advocates: the Union of Man with Nature. Philosophically, solitude is Bly’s philosophy
of human life. Bly regarded it is as a way of keeping oneself from the earthly corruption
and troublesome chaos so as to improve his/her souls. “Drinking the Water” is a minor
poem collected in his book Meditation on the Insatiable Soul, whose theme is chiefly
concerned with death. Bly’s philosophy of death is rather rational.

“Glimpsing the grave ahead

The body leaps up,

Cries, “What if death

Wins, what if it all ends!”

Let it end—let the sand

And the ocean part,

Let it be, let

Heaven and earth go their ways. ”(Bly, 1999, p.208)

Death means the end. It is natural. What man should care about is not “when have
we had enough?”’(Ibid, p.207) One has to “remember no one / Can see his own ears”. Bly
advised that man should stay carefree, pay frequent visit to his own mind and live a
secluded and peaceful life.

In a word, Bly’s pursuit of solitary, silent and peaceful style of life quite accords
with what Taoists value: Return to Simplicity and Tranquility or Stillness. Besides, Bly’s
attempt to Return to the Root makes him produce his great works.

To emphasize his belief in Taoism, Robert Bly imitated Tao Yuanming’s lifestyle.
It is known that Tao Yuanming had an esteemed name called “Poet of Reclusion” (Zhong
Lin, 2003, p.28) who much liked chrysanthemums. Robert Bly planted chrysanthemums
in his own room and acclaimed that “plant[ing] for Tao Yuanming, who likes them” (Ibid,
p-187). This can be best exemplified in his poem, “Chrysanthemums”:
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Coming back up the pale driveway,

how calm the wash looked on the line!

And when [ entered my study, besides the door,
white chrysanthemums in the moonlight!

A mile from the yard the horse rears,

glad. How magnificent to be doing nothing,
moving aimlessly through a nighttime field,

and the body alive, like a plant!” (Bly, 1990, p.30)

Bly’s Poetic Advocacy

In Bly’s viewpoints, American modernist poetry has not yet won its independent
position till the second half of the 20th century; it is still a part of British culture. In an
interview with a Chinese scholar Wang Zuoliang in 1980, Bly complained, “American
poets still have to fight against British tradition. .. The poets are writing co-called American
poetry, but essentially their works are rhymed and versed in British ways. We are still in
need of genuine American poetry” (Wang Zuoliang, 1997, p.643). On the other hand, Bly
thought that “modern American poetry is suffering from such a serious problem that the
poetry fully devotes itself to outward things instead of inward life” (Xiao Xiaojun, 2010,
p-169). It means that this culture place great emphasis on the pursuit of the physical

benefit, ignoring the construction of the spiritual world.

In order to reform the American poetic scene, after many years of research and
his personal practice in poetry, Bly suggested a solution that “American poetry should
learn form foreign poetry, in particular from Latin American and the ancient Chinese
poetry” (Wang Zuoliang, 1997, p.648). The image is what makes the way into the
unconscious, which is referred to his poetic advocacy—“deep image”, in Bly’s words,
“poetry is something that penetrates for an instant into the unconscious; and the image is
what makes the way into the unconscious” (Bly, 1990, p.33). In other words, poetry is
the outflow of man’s feelings, coming from one’s deep spiritual world, recording the
instantaneous movement of the unconscious. David Perkins called deep image poets
“Against Civilization Generation” (Perkins, 1987, p.553-587).

Specifically, they were against modern civilization—material, urban and industrial
civilization. Modern people are so crazy about outward profits by means of invading the
material world that they are suffering a great disease of modernity—an excessive reliance

upon machines, tools and stuffs. They seemed to be so involved that they have neglected



52 msansttunile Anguyvemans wineduseigidessg

their spiritual needs. As Bly said, “Poetry |
think is a healing process” (Bly, 1980,
p-233). It is intended to heal not merely the
poets’ diseases, but the diseases of the whole
world. In their poems, they seem to “induce”
readers to live a lonely and secluded life to
heal their spiritual wounds, carrying the
readers into a world of silence, a state of
solitude and a universe of humanly wildness.
Readers can breathe in a quite relaxing way,
immersed in mediation, just like what
Chinese Taoism proposes—“a state of no-
self”.

In fact, the purpose of “deep image”
campaign they advocated is to emphasize
the utilization of the doctrine of the Union
of Man with Nature in Taoism and they
attached great importance to the balance
between Yin and Yang in poetry which

means a combination of form and content.

Bly admited that “he began to study
Chinese poetry and culture since in the
1950s and had ever since been intoxicated”
(Xiao Xiaojun, 2010, p.171). Among his
favorite poets were: Tao Yuanming, Wang
Wei, Tu Fu, Li Bai, Li He and Bai Juyi. At
that time, western poets began to translate
and bring English versions of Chinese
poetry into America, such as Arthur Waley
(1889-1966), Ernest Fenollosa (1853-1908)
and James Legge (1815-1897), so that
Robert Bly could have the opportunity to
read them. In Bly’s opinion, these English
versions of the Chinese ancient poems

O (]
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advocate some aesthetic pursuits of the
ancient Chinese poets, such as preferring
solitude and silence, immersing in mediation,
abandoning the fame and wealth, and the
like which accord with what he himself

pursues.

To break away from British
tradition, Bly also emphasized that the
principle of the Tao in Chinese culture
should be the savor of American poetry
because following the Tao American poetry
can achieve the balance between Yin and
Yang, that is, “the perfect combination of
form and content which is indebted to the
ancient Chinese classical poetry” (Zhao
Yiheng, 1989, p.81-82). Therefore, for the
sake of his poetic advocacy as well as his
wish of enriching the American poetic
scene, Robert Bly turned to Chinese Taoism.

Bly’s Political Doctrine

Bly was active not only contributed
to his poetic career, but also to his active
political presence which he began with his
participation in protest against the Vietnam
War. “He co-founded American Writers
against the Vietnam War with David Ray
(1932-now), an American poet. The group
organized readings, meetings and joined in
rallies, teach-ins, and demonstrations
against the Vietnam War, allowing writers
such as Galway Kinnell (1927-now),
William Stanley Merwin (1927- ), Allen
Ginsberg (1926-1997), Adrienne Rich
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(1929- ),Grace Paley (1922-2007) and
Robert Lowell (1917-1977) to protest under
a collective identity of their own” (Davis,
1988, p.112). “Bly, a charismatic performer,
was a frequently seen figure on American
college campuses throughout the late 1960s
and the 1970s; his readings often became
de facto anti-war rallies” (Ibid, p.221). “In
1967, Bly won the National Book Award
for his book of poems The Light Around the
Body in which is full of antiwar poems; he
contributed the prize money to fund the War
Resistance” (Xiao Xiaojun, 2010, 9.120)
which demonstrated his Taoist idea Non-
action, that is, desireless. Non-action does
not mean staying idle or performing no
social role. Taoists think there exist certain
natural laws in the universe; what humans
have to do is to do nothing, but follow the

natural laws.

For Bly, he himself strongly
protested against wars, by donating his prize
money to resist war is just following natural
laws. Bly’s strong actions of protesting
against the Vietnam War reflected his wish
of peacefulness, which is similar to Lao
Tzu’s view of anti-war, he said: “Fine
weapons are none the less ill-omened thing”
(Waley, 1998, p.32). As Lao Tzu says, “No
lure is greater than to possess others want.
No disaster is greater than not to be content
with what one has. No presage of evil is
greater than that man should want to get
more” (Ibid, p.49). Human’s fortune is

intimately related to nature. Coming to
realize the importance of being harmonious
with nature, Bly appreciated communication

with nature all the more.

Conclusion

Enjoying his life of Simplicity and
Tranquility, believing the doctrine of Non-
action, advocating the principle of the Union
of Man with Nature, insisting on the balance
between Yin and Yang, and yearning for a
society without wars, Robert Bly showed
strong affinities with Taoism in his lifestyle
and poetic aspirations. Askold Melnyczuk
held that “the strongest influence in the
landscape poetry of Silence in the Snowy
Fields is from Arthur Waley’s translations
of the Tao Te Ching” (Melnyczuk, 2000,
p-167). In these poems we can easily find
Bly’s passion for cultural syncretism, which
carries a vivid Taoist imprint of solitude and
seclusion, magically blended with his own
poetic advocacy.
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The Language Usage Status of Chiang Mai Province in Thailand
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Abstract

Thailand is a multi-ethnic country with more than 30 nationalities. The Thai
language is the official language of Kingdom of Thailand, besides, there are some dialects
of various regions. There are a variety of Loanwords in Thai language, such as Pali,
Sanskrit, Chinese, English, Khmer, Lao, Japanese and French etc. In order to learn Thai-
land language well, we should first know more about the language situation in Thailand.
The use of language in Chiang Mai province is the most complicated, so this paper fo-
cuses on the language situation of Chiang Mai province. Through the analysis of language
situation, we can have a good understanding about the relationship of economic trade,
tourism and language education etc. between Thailand and other countries.

Keywords: Thailand; Thai language; language situation; Chiang Mai
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KRtz Ab, dEERR A ESTAE R BeEEMLTAA E RS, i, b, Bizs, 1R
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5. THBHE 2614

RERILA 5. EH . ROHIE. DRI EIE, LT ERRE NG RE N E XK
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(Surin) . PUa%g (Si Saket) . FREM (Buri Ram) (LAl EIRE, EILKE
(Pattani) . i (Yala) . P@Z (Nara Thiwat) . #-F (Songkhla) iy N&flif] &kiE, 7&
151 (Chiang mai) {EM NSl FH 404 5 A/ D40 OGS 5 5555 .
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5.4 RBHR

KELg R, BREARPE A 845 A FEEA L FEE A AR AR 5 E k5 2K
A RIEAE R WG S S SR EARE R T .

5.5 X

FEE BRI E 2, e Bowwinmgsiuieny (Ramayana) Ml uWIn15AY
{Mahaparata) &M EHE K. dwiun (Ai-Nao) 2GS 51K, A8ESCEKE S g AL
FRAB T A B TRZ IR o

5.6 SCIEL5 XM I OR &
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HURARE ST SRR AL, SR ONZR BN H R A5 (8 F K1 35 AR (K ST IR 1
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re 28 [E I AMEZC KT, DR 2R U IEAE /) 52 2 A MG #UE IR
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1.1 & K2 (Chiang Mai University)
TEIL RS T 19646 H18H , SR IT ol 5 TSN FITES: %
W yEE. EIEAPEEEAE, RO . BB DOE. difiE. ER-RE A,
6. 1.2 MM K% (Maejo University)
MM K2R R A E RS2 m BB M28AT R R —. AT 2R EAGH
I BT . AN K2t 51 DO 2 T 19344E 7R [H EREF i T e, erRRE D E LipFa
NI T AL KR — o B, B — T A R R R 2R I i 3 44 11 B 37K
o MEMREZE R IFaEL L, BA HAIME S,
6.1.3 2R K% (Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna)
LR R FE# L T 19754, B —r L TR 7 (Science and
Technology—Based) , X#F# ¥ 5#AT (Work Integrated Learning; WIL) , FJ7T357% sk
) (Hands-on), HABHNEHETREIIAAWIKE (Professional) . XATKZEEA T RETIESHE
b, AR T TS IR RS T AN AL

6. 1.4 ZFEAR K% Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University)

BHRRFRL TR AR, @ T 198448 I ZE T #5405 TH
AIFBRTEAE, HES 2 CTFiES .

6.1.5 MahamakutRajwittayalai K% (Mahamakut Buddhist University; Lanna

6.1 A
6.

Campus)
BT 19914, R — Pt | THFRM R0 e
6. 1.6 JHEEKIJE A (Chiang Mai Rajabhat University)
HEALF19244F, N—FFIRMER LI IRR BT 85 Tl Fi5. 3B,

i DO HIEMER . TR B B AR A A TR, S R PR XU AR 5
AR LA H K E X

6.2 ALK
6.2.1 Pidb k2 (Payap University)

R B SO — RS RSE, O T19744E, RRERSAB NS, T
BB S E o KRS S E R . 910K E bR 8 2 AR SR 5 A 1
IRV SRR, S 2 R R TE AN W R 30, 1T 2 0 R 5 R D R X A 2 2R AT () A LR T
W 71 1T%TEEND A E BE 7L 14E Y 4R3I TAE

[ P I LN MBI ARl JEEAZRR, M2ANIMERIRT ALk EF
MIEEHF . NCERPNUMIES Tk RELIRk. JELk. HiES HAE NS
o EA L. PR A B 2 M ME Lk i F IR A .
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6.2.2 WA KY (Far Eastern University)

R KRR AT S B Ry, (300007 7K. SR 0 19284, A&
— ARSI AR S B Bt . 19284 —F£ HDr. Nicanor Reyes Sr. N MR E K0 TS IEE
TENLRFZVFEMP b b, i IEREE LR E T E 4 E K Dr. Francisco
Dalupan, Professnrs Antonio Aquino, Emmanuel Deymek #IClemente Uson. 19304F, £3d )L
HERIAWIES Ty, S5 XAEEA o2 B3 T iM%, 19344 ERa o “imR KR
27 ABRFE WML B DOEL . B IGE TR %S HIE L.
6.2.3 JbiEiE k% (North—Chiang Mai University)

B T1999F9H 13H, BT LAk PUEA R L ASHE L bRtk

6. 37= [E 10 Fr e (11 A 7 2440
(1) Chulalongkorn University (hifEIh K2 .

(2) Thammasat University (GEEUKZ) .

(3) Mahidol University (F#&[EKS) .

(4) Kasetsart University (MK .

(5) Silpakorn University (ZARKY) .

(6) Srinakharinwirot University CEFgN-EHAEISE KF) .
(7) Chiang mai University (JFWH K .

(8) Mae Fah Luang University (EXJEK¥) .

(9) Burapha University (£ K%¥) .

(10) Khon Kaen University (FLWUKZE) .

6.4 Z=E10FTRRAERIFASL AL
(1) Assumption University of Thailand (Z =0 K%¥) .

(2) Bangkok University (& K%) .

(3) Rangsit University (252 K%) .

(4) University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (Fj<zKZ) .
(5) Mahanakorn University of Technology (IS RME KZ) .
(6) Siam University GE®¥ K% .

5 AERIRIE: http://www. 247friend. net/blog/jirayunu/2015/02/06/entry-7

6 {ERIRYE: www. webometrics. info/en/asia/Thailand
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(7) Payap University (PGIbKZ) .

(8) Kasem Bundit University (fHR K .

(9) Sripatum University CfH/JUBKZ) .

(10) Huachiew Chalermprakiet University (fEHFE2% K% .

Zi bk, WEERMAMEEEE MR, BAENL LRI IR — 8 =155 1. milbE
BB HE F A JE . POE. HiEMEE. KEMIMEEIEFRE, AT INE S RA %K
WL DUE. HiE iR, #iE. 5. A5, WIEFIESE S . EIEEHTITAME T AL R R A X
M FTEMIFR, FEAME LA ERE DA T B MDE . B SE IR 2 20k T /EIG I SE ],
PRUMAEX LS ST RERS A DUB Il E 2 . ZRIFETE IGAE A A AME e B R0 & R 98ih, (HREH
FER B T 96, A DE.

t 4t

LR EPTE, WEIEFE AR ER S, R T ETESN, BENERUWITTTTE, b
HRIRIES, DUE, JGERHAMA A NER . X2 B TR S SEN A HAER, ARE S,
Mo DX AN BRI AR ETEIE, R i 7 b A TR 1 5 AISCA . IREEAN A ) RO S S i 1 1
()77 J7 i, (AR N E A A 22 oAk, AR REE F I E 2R

A A W R BELE RSN T AR [ B8 5 SO SR SR, R 28 87 1T
AT ATLIORANE G R CRERIR T ER D R ERE ERIR AR .
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